


The Obion County Joint Economic Development Council acts as the administrative organization of the
Obion County Chamber of Commerce and the Obion County Industrial Development Corporation. The
JEDC’s overall objective is to keep abreast of municipal and county government activities and legislation
dealing with commerce or infrastructure and changes in the law that will affect retail or industry.
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For the JEDC to become and remain an effective resource and advocate for the
local community, the organization, its staff, and Board of Directors, we must
establish and maintain an effective working relationship with the elected offi-
cials at the local, regional, state and federal levels. In addition, strong ties must
be formed with regional, state, and federal agency personnel to ensure the
strongest advocacy possible for the local community. Active liaison activities
between these groups is essential for success and is an ongoing integral part of
the JEDC work scope. All state and federal agencies, private sector business
development organizations, as well as regional advocacy groups distribute in-
formation to their membership and to the general population through regular
and annual seminars and conferences. It is essential that JEDC staff attend all
such events to keep abreast of new information, program changes that will
affect funds delivery or impact local business, and to maintain a strong relation-
ship with service providers.

Lindsay Frilling
Chief Executive Officer

Organizational Memberships:

Lauren Bennett

e Tennessee Economic Partnership (TEP)

e West Tennessee Retail Alliance (WTRA)

¢ International Council of Shopping Centers (ICSC)
e International Economic Development Council (IEDC)
e Southern Economic Development Council (SEDC)

e Tennessee Economic Development Council (TEDC)

e Tennessee Chamber of Commerce Executives (TCCE)

e West Tennessee Chamber of Commerce Executives (WTCCE)

Membership Director e Northwest TN Regional Economic Development Group

Community Participation:

e Adult Leadership Obion County Board of

e Sijte Selector Guild

Directors e KY TN Retail Conference
o Baptist Memorial Hospital Patient/Advisory Council e SEDC Conferences
e Boys and Girls Club Board of Directors ¢ MidSouth ED Summit
e Discovery Park of America Board of Directors e TEDC Conference
e Union City Main Street Board of Directors e TCCE Conference
e Young Professionals of Obion County e OC Health Council Meetings
¢ Union City Rotary Club e OC Interagency Council Meetings

e TN Promise Mentor Program NWTN Workforce Board

e NWTN Economic Dev. Marketing Committee




A leller from the Presicled

On behalf of the Obion County Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, | would
like to thank all members of the chamber for an outstanding 2017 as we look forward to
an exciting and productive year ahead. The involvement of our members is vital to the
success of our chamber’s mission which is to provide education and support to strengthen
and enhance economic success for its members, area businesses, and the region. With
the outstanding leadership of our CEO Lindsay Frilling and Membership Director Lauren
Tanner, our chamber is thriving and able to provide the education and programs to help
make Obion County a great place to live.

There are numerous opportunities for all of our members to be involved with the
chamber, and | encourage you to participate as often as possible. Our monthly Business
Matters meetings continue to offer valuable information and networking opportunities to
our members and guests, while our Ribbon Cuttings provide a great way to welcome new
members and learn about their business or organization. Business After-Hours provides a
setting to build and enhance relationships with other members in a relaxed social setting.
One of the newest and most exciting offerings is the Young Professionals of Obion County
group, which is for our members 21-35 years of age. This group represents the future
leaders of our community and is a wonderful opportunity for networking and professional
development. Finally, our Annual Banquet culminates our year and is the celebration of
the business and civic leaders throughout Obion County.

It has been a pleasure and honor to serve as your
Chamber President, and | look forward to seeing the seeds
planted by the chamber produce robust and prosperous
fruit in Obion County for years to come.

Sincerely,
Donny Bearden
President, Obion County Chamber of Commerce




President: Donny Bearden - AmeriClear RX
Vice President: Hadley Malone - Obion County Farm Bureau
Past President: Greg Dozier - Commercial Bank
Donnie Walton: TCAT-Newbern
Elizabeth Pritchett: Center Point Business Solutions
Skipper Bondurant: Baptist Hospital
Barbie Hardy: Thunderbolt Radio
Dustin McBride: Cox Oil Co.
Portis Tanner: Union City Insurance
Cody Martin: Edmaiston-Mosley Funeral Home
Kristi Townes: Main Street Union City
David Johnson: Magnolia Place

Donny Bearden :harl;n:.i B:tng):nTg/mn(iaI;s hTec7golc;g ,)7/7 Hadley Malone
President, 2017-2018 uss Davis: SJbion tounty School Syste Vice President 2017-2018
. Wes Kennedy: Union City School System ,
AmeriClear Rx . . . Obion County Farm Bureau
Kerry Speer: Union City Daily Messenger

Jay Cooley: Sanders

Randy Barnes: Union City, City Council
Frank Tucker: Union City, City Council

The Obion County Chamber of Commerce is dedicated
to providing education and support to strengthen and
enhance economic success for its members, area
businesses, and the region. When you invest in the
Obion County Chamber of Commerce, you join over 300
businesses and individuals whose focus is to make
Obion County the best place to work, do business, and
raise a family. Every business person needs to meet new

people, make new contacts, and discover new
prospects. Our board consists of community individuals
who help make our chamber your go to organization to

answer business and community questions.

Pictured: Chamber Board Member, Charlene
Burpo; JEDC Board Member, Michelle Bing;
Chamber CEO, Lindsay Frilling



Chamber Ambassadors

Alyson Cooper: Sullivan Dentistry
Angie Fitzgerald: Job World
Ashley King: Union City Insurance
Bobbie Collins: Union City Insurance
Charles Peery: ATA

Board Members and Ambassadors are our
frontline representatives that help us with
events. Pictured about from left to right is

Debbie Ams: Union City Carpet Center Board Member, Kristi Townes; Ambassador,
Jacob Crowe: Leaders Credit Union Debbie Ams; Past Board Member &
John Fry: White & Associates Ambassador, Trent Ams, helping us welcome
Jordan Elmore: Allen Searcy Builder/Contractors and seat guests at our annual banquet!

Kim Fowlkes: Higher Ground Coffee Co.

Matt Sanner: AmeriClear RX

Mikki McLeary: Bethel University

Rana Buchanon: Magnolia Place

Rebecca Harris: Union City Insurance Partners, LLC
Rhonda Richie: Union City Coca Cola

Sara Boyd: Sullivan Dentistry

Tracy Boucher: Boys & Girls Club

We can always count on our Ambassadors to help
us welcome in our new chamber members!

Chamber Ambassadors are volunteers from the community that help with
membership campaigns and act as public relations liaisons related to

networking/social events sponsored by the chamber.




y11) rd
New Chamber Members

90 Degree’s South Framing, LLC
90southframing@gmail.com

Bank 3
211 Bill Burnett Circle Union City, TN

Calla Lily
705 E. Reelfoot Avenue #2, Union City, TN

Carl Perkins Center for the
Prevention of Child Abuse
111 Oxford Street, Martin, TN

E Plus Broadband
250 North Highland Ave, Jackson, TN

E.W. James & Sons
705 E. Reelfoot Avenue, Union City, TN

Fernweh Fox & Martin Coffee House
407 S. Lindell Street, Martin, TN

Mayor David Lamb
700 Milton Counce Drive, South Fulton, TN

Miles Head Start / Early Head Start
1015 E. College Street, Union City, TN

Northwest Tennessee Head Start
419 S. Maple St, Troy, TN

Obion County Prevention Coalition
1700 N. Gibb Street, Union City, TN

OUTsidelN
107 West Westbrook, Troy, TN

Tack & Stitch
120 E. Main Street, Union City, TN

The Delta Belle Boutique
261 S. 1% Street, Union City, TN

The Citizens Bank
1304 West Reelfoot Ave, Union City, TN

Trudy's Kids Cafe
306 S. 1st Street, Union City, TN

Union City Fitness
319 S. 2nd Street, Union City, Tennessee

Union City Terminal Railroad
PO Box 962, Union City, TN

Verizon Wireless
1315 West Reelfoot Avenue, Union City, TN




Ribbon Cutting events are primarily for announcing new members as well as significant
name changes, new senior management, major expansion or renovation, relocations or
second locations, or major achievements.

The Citizens Bank Mahindra of KenTenn
Color Coat, Inc. Premier Primary Care
Union City Surgery Center Twin Oaks
Remax Align Chiropractic
Delta Belle Boutique Tack & Stitch
The Bridge of NWTN Discovery Children's Garden

Williams Sausage E+ Broadband







Anniversaries

We love to celebrate our Chamber Members. Congratulations
to each business that celebrated a milestone in 2017! We look
forward to celebrating many more with each of you. Please
enjoy just a few pictures of some of the celebrations.

Center Point Business Solutions: 5 years

Pediatric Place of Union City:10 years
Lowrance Sound Company: 40 Years
Higher Ground Coffee Company: 10 years
Sassafraz: 10 years

Tyson, Obion County Complex: 20 years

Hamilton Ryker: 25 years

Thunderbolt Broadcasting: 60 years




Obion County Fair Booth

The Chamber of Commerce likes to be
present and active during other commu-
nity events. We had a great time setting
up our booth at the Obion County Fair
this year!

Business After-Hours

Business After-Hours is for businesses to
come together to network, shake
hands, and socialize! The ultimate goal
of the event is to build, strengthen, and
enhance relationships.

Breakfast with the President

Quarterly, new chamber members gather to
have breakfast with our Chamber President,
Donny Bearden. The goal is to engage our new
members with one another and to inform them
of networking opportunities and tools to grow
their business available through their chamber
membership.



2017 Annual Banquet

What a wonderful night! On November 2nd, 2017, over 300
community members came out to celebrate our local
businesses and individuals that help make Obion County thrive!
We've had a prosperous year and look forward to another year of
growth and success. Thank you for all that you do to make Obion
County a great place to live, work, and play!




Thank you to our sponsors:
Commercial Bank and Trust—Westan Insurance Group
Leaders Credit Union—Tyson
MIA Seating—First Citizens National Bank
Jerry Ward AutoPlex—Don Sol Mexican Grill

“You Made It Happen” Business Partner of the Year Agriculture Business of the Year
Jim Rippy; Discovery Park of America Union City Electric System White Squirrel Winery

Ambassador of the Year

Young Professional of the Year Board Member of the Year )
Carolina Conner Donnie Johnson . Cody Martin
Obion County Public Library Johnson Heating & Air el ey Al s
Business of the Year Industry of the Year Small Business of the Year

Jerry Ward AutoPlex Greenfield Products Buddy’s Wrecker Service



Obion County Agriculture Issues Breakfast

We had a great morning at the Farm Bu-
reau Agriculture Issues Breakfast! We
were able to discuss ag issues on a local,

state, and national level. We are
fortunate to have passionate farmers,
landowners, and agribusiness
professionals in Obion County!

Obion County Legislative Breakfast

The 2017 Farm Bureau Legislative Breakfast was a huge success! We had a
record turn out to see Reps. Bill Sanderson & Sen. John Stevens. This was a
great opportunity for local landowners and agriculturists to hear what our
legislators are currently doing to help our county and what they are doing in
Nashville to make sure Obion County has a voice!



Obion County
Farmer’s Market

The Obion County Farmer’s Market had their best
year yet! This year the market had wonderful
vendors that offered a great selection of fruits and
vegetables. We welcomed Giffin Farms and Gulf
Coast Connection to the market this year. Giffin
Farms offered fresh, local beef while Gulf Coast
offered fresh seafood. The market won best produce
in Obion County and also got 3rd place in the booth
competition at the fair! We are looking forward to a
great 2018 and can’t wait to see our market grow.




ALOC is a unique opportunity with nine sessions that serve to acquaint Obion Countians
with the many positive aspects of industry, business, education, arts, medical care, me-
dia, local government, and law enforcement in their part of the Volunteer State.
Pictured is the graduating class of 2017.

Phyllis Rauchle is the Executive Director of the program.

Pictures left to right, first row: Amber Armour, Andrea Black, Laura Burpo, Jay Cooley, Alyson
Cooper, Debra Craig, James Gray. Top Row: Tyler Hayes, Reba Hudson, Teena Jarman, Traci Orr,
Austin Bouton, Heather Riley, Lauren Tanner, and Executive Director, Phyllis Rauchle.

Not Pictured: Mikki McLeary




Union City Rotary Interact

Lindsay Frilling has had the opportunity to
lead the Obion County Rotary Interact Club
this year! Interact clubs bring together
young people ages 12-18 to develop
leadership skills while discovering the
power of Service Above Self. Picture left is
from a recent session where students had a
guest speaker join them.

TN Chamber Institute

Our Membership Director, Lauren
Tanner, was awarded a scholarship from the
Tennessee Chamber of Commerce Executives

Board of Directors to attend TCCE Institute. Left
she is pictured with TN Chamber President.

WestStar Leadership

The 2017 WestStar Leadership Class had
the opportunity to visit Obion County! They
started their day touring Tyson Foods, Inc.
and ended their day at Discovery Park of
America. They heard from: Local Economic
Developer, Lindsay Frilling; Former U.S.
Congressman, John Tanner; UT Martin
Chancellor, Keith Carver; Final Flight
Outfitters Co-Owner, Jon-Ed Powers;
and DPA CEOQ, Jim Rippy.




Reglonal Leadership

Frilling Selected as Fellow in Delta Leadership Program

Tennessee selects 7 fellows for Delta
leadership program. Delta Regional
Authority effort encourages regional
collaboration.

MISSISSIPPI RIVER DELTA

REGION — Tennessee is sending seven
leaders from across the western part
of the state to the Delta Regional
Authority’s (DRA) Delta Leadership
Institute (DLI.) They will join fellows from seven other states and participate in the 10-month DLI
Executive Academy program to help further their skills in community leadership and policy
development to promote regional collaboration and local economic growth across DRA’s 8-state
region. The fellows, who were selected by Gov. Haslam and DRA leadership, represent a diverse
cohort of community leaders.

”Leadership is not about titles, positions, or flow charts.

It is about one life influencing another." iohn c. Maxwell

Tanner Accepted into inauqural TVA ED Younqg Talent Cabinet

Obion County Chamber of Commerce Membership Director,
Lauren Tanner, was recently accepted into the inaugural Young
Talent Cabinet within TVA Economic Development. The Young
Talent Cabinet (YTC) will be a working cabinet/think tank that
provides ongoing input and guidance to TVA Economic
Development regarding opportunities to strengthen the success
of our Young Professionals in Economic Development (YPED)
Network. The YTC will assist in recommending, developing and
implementing ideas and initiatives. Tanner is joined by 5 other
individuals from Mississippi, Kentucky, and Tennessee.




Discovery Park of America

Obion County Cruise-In
Obion County CornFest
Obion County Fair

OC Hometown Walk of Hope

Reelfoot Lake

Mississippi River Corridor
Great River Road Trail

Kenton White Squirrel Festival
White Squirrel Winery

Taste of Ken-Tenn

Troy Pecan Festival

Banana Festival
Sports Tournaments
Agriculture/Animal Shows

KYTN Country Music Festival

With nine communities in Obion County, there is plenty for you to do! Take a walk through Union
City’s revitalized downtown and enjoy historic landmarks including the 1939 Obion County
Courthouse and the 1927 Capitol Theatre, home to the Masquerade Theatre Company. Visit the
only naturally made lake in the State of Tennessee, Reelfoot Lake, and make sure to stroll through
historic Downtown Troy! To check out more history and stories, make sure to stop by Discovery
Park of America. Afterwards, enjoy dining at one of our many restaurants and shopping at our
local businesses. Obion County has so much to offer!




SFEA Honors Regional Festivals at 14th Annual Conference
2017 Kaleidoscope Award Winners Recognized

ATLANTA, Ga. - The best and brightest were spotlighted this week
at the Southeast Festivals and Events Association's Kaleidoscope
Awards, in Lexington, KY on February 21st. The ceremony was held
in conjunction with the 14th Annual SFEA Conference. Top festivals
and events throughout the southeast were recognized for their
outstanding contribution to the events industry.

Discovery Park of America in Obion County placed in nine
categories including Gold for Best New Event, Best Sponsor and
Best TV Ad.

The Southeast Festivals & Events Association (SFEA) is a 501 (c) 6
membership based organization comprised of festival and event
planners, venues, and industry service providers. SFEA was found-
ed in 2009 to strengthen the festival and event industry through-
out the southeast United States by hosting educational sessions,
networking opportunities, award recognition, and additional
events throughout the year.

Obion County Three Star Main Street Union City
Membership Director, Lauren Tanner, receives the Membership Director, Lauren Tanner,
Three Star Award for Obion County from Governor participates in the picture that recognizes Main
Bill Haslam and ECD Commissioner Bob Rolfe at the Street Communities that are a certified Main

2017 Governor's Conference on Economic Street with the state. Congratulations to

Development in Gatlinburg on Oct. 26th. Downtown Union City on your re-certification!



The Young Professionals of Obion County (YPOC) is a group that brings
together young talent (ages 21-35) in the Obion County area. It was started
in March and already has over 40 paid members.

YPOC serves as a hub for those interested in social and professional
Ihetworking, getting involved in the community, and taking advantage of the

opportunities that appeal the young talent in our area.

Why it’s important

YPOC gives our younger generations the opportunity to take an active role in our com-

munity. When you look around, there is a generation gap in Obion County. By giving
this specific age group a unique opportunity to become more involved, we hope to see
the younger demographics increase in our area.

How it’s different from other organizations
By having a target age group and the opportunity for both men and

women to join, YPOC is structured on less structure. Makes sense, right?
We understand everyone is busy. That is why we strive to keep our
events flexible, annual dues low, and drinks cold.




Thank you to our sponsors!

Platinum

Westan Insurance
Zaxby's
Hilliard Lyons
Commercial Bank
Jerry Ward AutoPlex
Gibson EMC
Simmons Bank

Gold
Waymatic
Union City Electric
ATMOS Energy
Tyson Foods

Hole Sponsors

Davis Wealth Services

Union City Carpet Center
Green Plains Obion, LLC

Mahindra of KenTenn
Don Sol Mexican Grill
Hamilton Ryker
Rotary of Union City
Vaughn Electric
Job World
Universal Contractors
White & Associates
RFW

YPOC




Map the Impact Event — MIA Seating

Approximately twenty business, community leaders, and elected officials
joined Darius and Susan Mir, Iranian immigrants and local business owners
of Made In America Seating, a seating manufacturing company based in
Union City, Tennessee, to hear his personal story and call for
comprehensive immigration reform.

Mir's Tuesday event was part of a series of "Map the Impact" events held
across the country that day to release new data from the New American
Economy (NAE) quantifying the economic impact of immigrants in states,
cities and districts across the country.

Founded in 2013, Made in America (MIA) Seating Corporation, sister company
of 9to5 Seating, is an office seating manufacturer based in Union City, Tennes-
see. By utilizing state-of-the-art manufacturing equipment, MIA has success-
fully outfitted over 1,300 furniture dealers in the United States with an invest-
ment of $39.5 million in its Union City operations. In an effort to give back to
this country, Mir and Made In America Seating have invested in a 100,000-
square-foot, state of the art facility in Union City to help reshore 500 manu-
facturing jobs to Obion County.

Obion County Virtual Spec Building Recognized

It has long been a common practice among economic development organizations to invest in speculative shell buildings as a
business attraction tool. Spec buildings make a community more competitive in the site selection process by reducing the time
and upfront costs for a company to get up and running in a new community.

But spec buildings don't come without risk. Capital is tied up in construction, and
there's no guarantee a company will ever buy or lease it. A less risky alternative to
a shell building that is a step above a shovel-ready site is the "virtual" spec build-
ing. In using this increasingly popular tool, an EDO completes all the site work up
to construction, stopping short of putting up the actual building. Instead, a video
rendering of the proposed building is provided, hence the "virtual" aspect.

"We had a spec building that was on the market for several years before a compa-
ny located in it," said Lindsay Frilling, CEcD, CEO of the Obion County Joint Eco-

nomic Development Council (JEDC) in Tennessee. "Since then, the community has
been reluctant to fund another one." That's why Frilling and JEDC have opted instead to prepare a 105,000-square-foot virtual
property. The virtual building is designed with a manufacturer or distribution company in mind and can easily be scaled up or
down depending on the tenant. By completing the engineering and permitting processes in advance, JEDC has shaved three
months off of the timeline from groundbreaking to ribbon-cutting.

This flexibility has put the community in the running for projects it previously would not have been eligible for. And the customi-
zable design and floor space enables Frilling to pitch the site on a wider variety of RFls. "It keeps us in the game," Frilling said. "It
helps us communicate to site selectors and prospects that we're prepared." Virtual spec properties can be made more attractive
with site certifications. The virtual building in Obion County occupies a Select Tennessee Certified Site, a state designation that
ensures a property is ready for industrial use, and also sits within a Foreign Trade Zone.



COLORCOAT, INCTO LOCATE NEW
FACILITY IN SOUTH FULTON

SOUTH FULTON, Tenn. — Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development
Commissioner Bob Rolfe along with ColorCoat, Inc. officials announced today the company will locate new opera-
tions in South Fulton. The windows and doors coating application company will invest $600,000 and create 80

new jobs in Obion County.

“I want to thank ColorCoat for

choosing to locate its new facility in South
Fulton and creating 80 new jobs in Obion
County,” Rolfe said. “This is a big win for
South Fulton and the state of Tennessee,
and | look forward to our future partner-
ship with ColorCoat and seeing this com-
pany grow and succeed in our state.”
ColorCoat is the largest third party
exterior coatings applicator for the
window and door industry in the

United States. The 14-year-old

company has operations in many states

across the U.S.

“We are excited about opening the newest branch of ColorCoat Inc. in the state of Tennessee,” ColorCoat, Inc.
CEO Mario Bekeris said. “Everyone here has been so welcoming and helpful. We thank you all for your hospitality
and look forward to becoming part of the community of South Fulton.”

ColorCoat’s new facility will be used to paint vinyl and fiber-
glass windows and doors. With this new facility, ColorCoat
will be better equipped to service its customers and the
surrounding states.

“I am excited about the new industry coming to South Ful-
ton,” South Fulton Mayor David Lamb said. “One of my goals
when | was elected mayor was to try and bring more industry
and retail business to the area so it would provide more badly
needed jobs. | hope with ColorCoat’s announcement will
come more industry and jobs to South Fulton.”

“We are very excited to have ColorCoat, Inc. join our Obion County business community and are especially excit-
ed they have chosen South Fulton,” CEO, Obion County Joint Economic Development Council Lindsay Frilling
said. “We look forward to a long-term relationship while offering jobs to our citizens and creating success for the
company.”

"TVA and the Weakley County Municipal Electric System congratulate ColorCoat, Inc. on its announcement to
locate and create new jobs in Obion County,” John Bradley, TVA senior vice president of economic development,
said. “We are pleased to partner with the State of Tennessee, Obion County Economic Development Council, the
City of South Fulton and Obion County officials to facilitate ColorCoat’s new location decision.”



TYSON FOODS TO EXPAND

TENNESSEE POULTRY OPERATION
More than 300 jobs to be created by $84 million project

SPRINGDALE, Ark., Aug. 16, 2017 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) --
Tyson Foods (NYSE: TSN) will invest $84 million as part
of its commitment to the continued success of its Union
City, Tenn. poultry plant, company officials said today.
More than 300 jobs will be created by the project,
which is expected to be complete by mid-2019.

“Customer and consumer demand for protein, especial-
ly chicken, is increasing so we’re investing in projects
that build on our strengths, expand our capabilities and
increase our capacity,” said Doug Ramsey, group presi-
dent of poultry. “Expansions like this position us to
grow and support our customers.”

The project, set to begin this fall, will increase capacity to the plant’s existing harvest area, add processing lines, as
well as upgrades to supporting operations at the hatchery, feed mill and in transportation. About 25,000 square feet
will be added to the plant facility.

“Tyson has been an integral part of Obion County for 20 years and I’'m pleased to see the company move forward
with this 300-job expansion in Union City,” Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam said. “With more than 1,000 employees
in West Tennessee, Tyson’s impact on the community extends to the local farmers supported by its operations. I'd
like to thank Tyson for its continued commitment to West Tennessee and bringing us closer to making Tennessee the
No. 1 location in the Southeast for high quality jobs.”

In order to meet the new capacity of the facility, Tyson Foods estimates nearly 200 more broiler chicken houses will
need to be built in northwestern Tennessee within
the next two years. Independent farmers who may
want to grow for Tyson Foods are encouraged to
visit the Grow With Tyson website to learn more
about the process and make initial contact with
the company.

“We're pleased to be able to invest in such a great
community,” Ramsey said. “We’d like to thank

the Tennessee Valley Authority, the Tennessee
Department of Economic and Community Develop-
ment, and the Northwest Tennessee Economic
Development Council for their assistance and sup-
port for this project.”

The Union City plant and related operations were
built by Tyson Foods and opened in 1997. It makes
partially fried chicken products for food service. The facility employs more than 1,000 people and paid nearly $32 mil-
lion in wages during its 2016 fiscal year. Annual payout for farmers who raise chickens for the plant was more

than $15 million.

The company also operates facilities in Goodlettsville, Newbern and Shelbyville, Tennessee employing about 5,000 in
the state with an annual payroll of more than $181 million. Tyson Foods paid Tennessee poultry growers more
than $61 million in its 2016 fiscal year and estimates its total statewide impact to be $313 million.


https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=SlRgC1hOlF-WkKAGRNmjZBJJLHV5tJI65ShRpDQ7OrfGrdC5BniLfo6ZbTFwfvu5QTtE38OJEjoywbog7deXo9lzSmKawNkCMZ7x9D1VuMjBNIk47KNztXsceLpUwfJB

GOVERNOR HASLAM, COMMISSIONER BOYD ANNOUNCE
WILLIAMS SAUSAGE COMPANY, INC. TO EXPAND

Food manufacturer to build second facility, 226 new jobs

UNION CITY, Tenn.— TN Gov. Bill Haslam, Economic & Community Development Commissioner Randy Boyd and Wil-
liams Sausage Company, Inc. officials announced today that the longtime Tennessee food manufacturer will build a
second plant in Union City. The expansion will create 226
new jobs in Obion County over the next five years.

“For generations, Tennessee has made some of the best
known and most-respected food brands in the world.
Williams Sausage Company is part of this strong legacy and
I’'m pleased it has decided to build a second plant in Union
City,” Haslam said. “This major expansion by Williams
Sausage will create hundreds of new jobs for Obion County
residents and bring us closer to our goal of making
Tennessee the No. 1 location in the Southeast for high
quality jobs.”

“In the last six years, the food and beverage industry has
poured $2 billion worth of investment into Tennessee
alongside more than 6,500 new job commitments,” Boyd
said. “The food manufacturing industry now employs more
than 33,500 Tennesseans. When a homegrown business
like Williams Sausage plans to further invest in Tennessee, it’s a strong affirmation of our state’s high-skilled workforce
and business-friendly environment. On behalf of Team Tennessee, I'd like to thank Williams Sausage for committing to
create 226 new jobs in Obion County.”

Founded in 1958 by Harold and Hazel Williams, Williams Sausage produces fresh sausage, fully cooked sausage, bacon,
sandwiches and other food products
for wholesale to retail grocers,
restaurants, whole grocery
warehouses and food distributors.

Williams Sausage brands are now sold
in more than 4,000 retail outlets in 20
states. Williams Sausage remains a
family-owned business managed by
the founders’ sons, David and Roger
Williams. “Williams Sausage Company
and the Williams family are excited
about expanding in our hometown,” Roger Williams, CEO of Williams Sausage, said. “The support we have received
from the State of Tennessee, Union City, and Obion County in this endeavor has been overwhelming and will help pro-
pel our business to a new level. We are extremely thankful for our existing team members and customers, who have
made our business such a success that we need to build this new facility.” With its existing Union City plant operating
at near capacity, Williams Sausage will invest about $37 million to construct an approximately 180,000-square-foot
facility in Obion County, which will include a cold storage distribution center, truck maintenance operations, corporate
offices and a new sandwich processing line.




Start-up Tennessee short line set to offer hometown service

UNION CITY, Tenn. - Twenty-six years after Brent Lee left
Union City to go railroading, he is coming home to run his
own short line. The Union City Terminal Railroad is ex-
pected to debut in May. The line is an eight-mile stub of
the former Gulf, Mobile & Ohio Railroad main line be-
tween Union City and Rives, Tenn., where it connects to
the Canadian National (former lllinois Central) main line.
"l was born and raised in Union City," Lee says. "l always
had the idea if | ever wanted to short line something, it
would be that line." Lee says he spent 24 of his 26 years
with the Burlington Northern and BNSF Railway in track maintenance and train service.

Lee is operations vice president for the Indiana Business Railroad of Evansville, Ind., a privately held com-
pany composed of railroad veterans in specialties ranging from civil engineering to locomotive and car
repair. The company owns six miles of track between Fort Branch and Owensville, Ind., but Lee says the
Union City Terminal is the company's first short line operation.

Obion County ThreeStar Certification

Obion County was once again certified as a Three-
Star Community at the Governor's Conference for
Economic and Community Development. The
ThreeStar program is geared to assist community
development efforts and ensure a community can
compete at a higher level through enhancing and
improving community assets.

Workforce Development Meetings

We hold these types of events to introduce some
of our local industry and small business leaders
to local contacts from our state organizations,
programs, and business service consultants.
Current programs are presented and potential
ideas for strengthening the workforce are ex-
changed. This has been a successful workforce
development effort for Obion County!




AT&T Launches Fixed Wireless Internet in Obion
County and other Rural and Underserved Areas

TROY, TN. - AT&T Fixed
Wireless Internetl is now
available for rural and
underserved locations in
parts of Obion County.
Residents in Troy and
other areas are included in
the initial rural and

underserved locations in
Tennessee to which AT&T has extended Fixed Wireless Internet as part of its FCC Con-
nect America Fund commitment. As a part of this commitment, we plan to reach over
400,000 locations by the end of 2017, and over 1.1 million locations nationwide by
2020.

USDA Helps Rural Obion County Respond to

Emergencies More Efficiently

HORNBEAK, Tenn. - USDA Rural Development
Area Director Joel Howard joined Hornbeak
Mayor Dennis Dozier today in announcing USDA
RD Community Facilities (CF) grants totaling
$45,190 and a $100,000 CF loan that will be
used to build a new emergency response facili-
ty. The Town of Hornbeak received additional
funds from a Community Development Block
Grant through the State of Tennessee and a
grant from the Delta Regional Authority. Receiving these funds will allow the Town of
Hornbeak to construct a 7,730 square foot emergency response facility. The facility will house
a training room to be utilized by staff for group meetings and training sessions as well as, a
new equipment room to store emergency equipment in a manner which will provide easier
access for quicker response times. The new site layout will increase parking for patrons and
staff. A new emergency communications room will be used to dispatch personnel to the
emergency areas quickly and efficiently.




Obion County Recognized at ACT Workforce Symposium in Nashville

Pictured left to right: Margaret Prater,
Vice President for Workforce Development for
the Northwest TN Workforce Board; Benny
McGuire, Obion County Mayor; Lindsay Frilling,
CEO of the Obion County JEDC

Under the leadership of Mayor Bennie
McGuire and Margaret Prater, Vice President for
Workforce Development for the Northwest TN
Workforce Board, Obion County achieved certifi-
cation as an ACT® Work Ready Community (WRC)
in the fall of 2015, and was recognized at the at
the 2016 ACT® Workforce Symposium in Nash-

ville, TN. ACT WRC is a workforce system de-
signed to assist sites and regions in developing their workforce pipeline to provide skilled workers for em-
ployers. The framework allows each participating community to quantify and improve the skill levels of its
workforce through a standardized workforce skill credential, the National Career Readiness Certificate™
(NCRC), and a robust data infrastructure that helps measure, identify, and close existing skill gaps. To date,
the initiative, supported by the staff of the American Job Center in Union City, two area high schools, thirty-
two local employers, various economic and community agencies, and funding from the Delta Regional Au-
thority, United States Department of Agriculture, and TN Department of Labor and Workforce Develop-
ment, has resulted in Obion County residents earning 1,180 NCRCs. Obion County has also attained 86% of
its maintenance goals, well in advance of the December 2017 deadline.

OC Workforce Development: Work Ethics Certificate Program

On April 11, representatives from the Obion County Joint Economic Development Council and
Chamber of Commerce, Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development, Williams
Sausage, Center Point Business Solutions, Commercial Bank, NW Tennessee Workforce Board, TCAT
Newbern, and Obion County Schools met to discuss the implementation of the Work Ethics Certificate
program in Obion County Schools, and the impact it could have on employment in our area.

Obion County Schools Supervisor of Career and Technical Education, George Leake, explained
the basics of the initiative to those in attendance, including requirements, benefits, and outcomes of
the program. "The Work Ethics Certificate will complement our existing programs to give students
measurable criteria with which they can show employers that they are committed to becoming reliable
workers. We have listened to local businesses and industries when they have stressed the need for
soft skills - attendance, reliability, and trainability- and the Work Ethics Certificate will help prepare stu-
dents in these skill areas."

The Work Ethics Certificate consists of a set of standards which students meet in various
ways. By earning 20 points by the end of the student's senior year, he/she is awarded the Work Ethics
Certificate. Business and industry partners commit to supporting the initiative by guaranteeing an in-
terview to any student who successfully earns the certification and a high school diploma. The busi-
ness has no commitment to hire the student, only to grant an interview if all other application require-
ments are completed.










| cannot say enough great things about Obion County’s accomplishments in 2017!
Personally, | was accepted in Delta Leadership Institute, Complete TN Leadership Institute,
and TVA Workforce Development Institute. | am excited and honored to be participating in

each of the programs, bringing back best practices to share here in our community. We
were blessed with major industry expansions with Williams Sausage and Tyson
Foods. What a complement when our two largest industries continue to invest and grow
here! We also expanded when ColorCoat, Inc. chose to locate in South Fulton. Discovery
Park welcomed it’s 1,000,000 visitor and continues to bring tourists daily. Thank you for
your investment in our organization and your involvement in our community!

TN Economic Development Kaci Murley & I with Jo DiPietro | signed a pool table at the fa-

Council Fall Conference in mous Ground Zero in Clarks-

during Complete TN Leadership

Nashville. dale, MS while in town with

Institute.
Delta Leadership Institute.
I met retired hockey player Lauren & | posed with Gover-
. . . . . Susan Maynor & | from the
Jeremy Roenick while hosting nor Bill Haslam after he signed his Charmb X
M i tt
Site Selectors @ CMA Fest. the Improve Act in a massive empnis thamber at the

Coverings Conference in Orlando.
downpour.



What a year! 2017 was a great year for me, personally and professionally! | was able
to attend state conferences, regional seminars, community events, and even found
time to get married in the mix! | graduated from the Tennessee Basic Economic
Development Course, finished my first year of Tennessee Chamber Institute, and was
accepted into TVA’s Rural Leadership Program. | was able to be a part of starting the
Young Professionals of Obion County, had the opportunity to grow the Obion County
Farmer’s Market, and most importantly, welcomed multiple businesses into our
chamber family! I’'m excited for a great year of growing our membership and being a
resource for businesses in Obion County. | look forward to a wonderful 2018!

Governor Haslam and | at the My husband, Barrett, and | on our At the TVA YPED Summit in April
Williams Sausage announcement wedding day in March. we had the opportunity to create

in January 2017. our own branding canvas.

Katie Weatherford, Marilee Tice, | got to meet Hank Aaron during my It was great to be a part of a
and | at 2017 TCCE Winter Confer- trip to Atlanta for the ICSC Atlanta wonderful group of individuals
ence in Nashville. Deal Making Conference! We got to that made up the ALOC Class of
see the Braves play at the newly 2017. We had a great year!

built, Turner Field!



2017-2018 Chamber Members

90 Degrees South Framing LLC

A & J Salvage, LLC

AAA RV Park

Abernathy's Motorcycle Sales, Inc.
Ace Design Group, LLC

Advanced Gastroenterology

Advanced Orthopedics & Sports
Medicine (AOSM)

Alexander Auctions & Real Estate
Sales

Alexander Thompson Arnold (ATA)
Align Chiropractic
All Kraft Erectors, Inc.

Allen Searcy Builder Contractor,
Inc.

Allen's Wrecker Service
Alliance Ag Equipment

Aloha Pools & Spas
AmeriClear Rx

Ameriprise Financial

AT & T Tennessee

Atlantis Pools & Spas

ATMOS Energy

B R Supply, Inc.

Baker Donelson, Attorney Lodie
Biggs

Baptist Memorial Hospital
Barker Building Rentals
Barkley Construction Company
Bethel University

Blue Bank Resort & Marina
Blue Steel

Boys and Girls Club of Northwest
Tennessee

Brown's Meat Company
Brundige & Moore Insurance
Buddy's Wrecker Service
Burger King

Buy Sell & Trade

C.W. Sanderson's

Cain's Pool & Spa

Calla Lilly

CAM Electric

CareAll Home Care

Carey Counseling Center, Inc.

Carl Perkins Center for the
Prevention of Child Abuse

Carpenter Real Estate
Center Point Business Solutions
Century 21 Golden Service Realty
Chancellor Mike Maloan
Charles A. Maness, Attorney
Charter Business

City AutoPlex

City of Hornbeak

City of Kenton

City of Obion

City of Rives

City of Samburg

City of South Fulton

City of Troy

City of Woodland Mills
Classic Interiors

Collision Specialty, Inc.
Commercial Bank

Conley Conley

Corner BBQ

Cornfest, INC

Country Hearth Inn

Cowboy Signs & Graphics
Cox Oil Co., Inc.

Creative Catering

Danny Larcom Heating and Air
Dar Pro Solutions

Davis Wealth Services
Dental Center

Discovery Park of America
Dixie Gun Works

Doctor's Clinic

Don Sol Mexican Grill

Douglas Tax Service

Dr. Cecil Sewell

Dr. Jere W. Crenshaw
Dr. Steve Harpole
Dunn's Body Shop, Inc.

Dyersburg State Community
College

Eagle Nest Resort

Edmaiston Mosley Funeral Home
Edward Jones Investments

Elam, Glasgow, & Chism
Everett-Stewart Airport

Farm Credit Services

Fast Pace Urgent Care Clinic
Felecia Bella

Final Flight Outfitters

First Choice Farm & Lawn Inc.
First Citizens National Bank

Five Seasons Men's Shop

Forcum Lannom Contractors
Ford Construction

Forever Communications Inc.
Friends of Reelfoot Lake State Park
Fuller Partners Real Estate, INC
Fulton Decorating

Fulton Plaza Motor Inn

G & H Tool & Die Inc.

Gibson Electric Membership
Corporation

Greenfield Products, LLC

H & M ICE

H & R Agri-Power

H & R Block

Hale's Commercial Cleaning LLC
Hammered Nail

Hanafee Brothers Sawmill Co., Inc.

Health Quest/Baptist Memorial
Hospital

Heritage Bank
Herman Jenkins Motors

High Note Transport LLC

Higher Ground Coffee Company
Hilliard Lyons

Holman Farms

Hops and Barley

Hornsby's Garage Wrecker Service
Hospitality House

HTS Mixing

Institutional Casework, INC.
Integrity Oncology

Jaycees of Union City

J'Cettes Of Union City

JD Distributors

Jernigan Surgery Clinic

Jerry Ward Autoplex

Jiffy Steamer Company

Job World, Inc.

John Miles, Attorney

Johnson Heating & Air, Inc.
Jordan & Bondurant Eyecare
Journeys Unlimited

Judge William B. Acree, Jr.

Judy Barker, Attorney-at-Law
Junior Auxiliary of Obion County

Ken-Tenn Wireless & Computers
Direct

Kenton Chevrolet

Kiwanis Club of Union City
Kizer Pharmacy, LLC

Kmac Enterprises - Taco Bell
Kohler Company

Krietman's Towing
KYTN-WQAK

Lakeview Dining Room

Lanzer's Printing & Office Supply,
Inc.

Lashlee-Rich, Inc.
Leaders Credit Union
Los Portales

Lowe's Home Improvements



2017-2018 Chamber Members

Lowrance Sound Company, Inc.
Luke Parker Photography

Lupo's Italian Restaurant

Magic Moments

Magical Mink's Entertainment
Magnolia Place

Mahindra of Ken Tenn/Inco Ag
Manpower

Mathis Battery Company
McDonald's Restaurant

McKinnis Lawn Service

MIA Seating

Miles Head Start/Early Head Start
Mobile Nation

Moustos Pasta & Grill

MVP Brands

Nix-A-Mite Exterminating Co.
Northwest TN Cardiology Clinic
Northwest TN Workforce Board
Obion County Farm Bureau

Obion County Farm Bureau
Insurance-Hadley Malone

Obion County Prevention Coalition
Obion County Public Library
O'Neal's Country Store

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
Parker Lawn Care

Pathways

Pediatric Place of Union City
Phillips Engineering Inc.

PIP Printing

Polk Glover

Poplar Meadows Country Club
Premier Primary Care

Quality Inn

RC Mechanical

Re/Max United

Red River Waste Solutions

Reelfoot Animal Hospital

Reelfoot Bank

Reelfoot Bearing & Supply Inc.
Reelfoot Family Walk-In Clinic
Reelfoot Metal Building Supply
Reelfoot Regional Assn of Realtors
Reelfoot Shopping Center

Regal Pediatrics

Regions Bank

Republic Services

Revell Construction Company, Inc.
Reynolds Brothers Qil Company
Riley's Graphics

Rotary Club of Union City

RPG Physical Test Lab

Sassafraz Restaurant

Second Baptist Church

Security Finance

Servall Gutter Company

Servall Pest Control, LLC

Shea Riley Appraisers

Shelter Insurance
Sherwin-Williams

Shoe Shack

Simmons Bank

Simmons Bank Mortgage Company
Small World Child Care, Inc.
Sodexo

Soleil Garden Center

Sonshine Flowers & Gifts
Southern Concrete Products
Southern Machinery Repair, Inc.
Star Physical Therapy

State Farm Agent Chris Williams
Steve's Custom Jewelers

Sugar & Spice

Sullivan Family Dentistry
Sweetwater Farms Development
Synergy Therapy & Aquatics

Taylor Ford-Lincoln

Tennessee Tractor

The Bridge of West Tennessee
The Chocolate Bunny

The Citizens Bank (TCB)

The Color Shop

The Etheridge House Assisted
Living & The Arbors Memory Care

The Gallery Showroom Union City
The Hamilton-Ryker Company
The Southern Suite Salon

The Station Burger Company

The Waters of Union City, LLC

Thompson, McConnell, & Hurst
PLLC CPAs

Thunderbolt Broadcasting
Top of the World Distributors
Touching Hearts at Home
Trish Dial Photography
Tri-State International
Troy Pharmacy

Trudy's Kid's Cafe

Twin Oaks Technology, LLC
Two Doors Down Boutique
Tyson Foods, Inc.

Union City Carpet Center

Union City Coca-Cola Bottling
Company

Union City Daily Messenger
Union City Energy Authority
Union City Eye Care

Union City Forklift, Inc.

Union City Housing Authority
Union City Insurance Agency, Inc.
Union City Insurance Partners, LLC
Union City Nursing & Rehab
Union City Parts Company

Union City Urgent Care

United Way of Obion County
Universal Contractors, LLC

UT Martin REED Center/TSBDC

Vaughn Electric Company

Vernon Promotions/Ad Pro
Designs

Volunteer Lenders

Vowell & Sons Lumber Company
Wade Acres LLC

WalMart Supercenter

Ware Park Apartments

Warner Law Firm

Wauford & Company Consulting
Engineers

Waymatic, Inc.

West Kentucky Rural Telephone
Co-Op Corp Inc.

West State Corrections Network
WestStar Leadership

White & Associates Insurance
White Ranson Funeral Home, Inc.
White Squirrel Winery

Williams Sausage Company
Woman's Clinic of Union City

Wood Communications-Cellular
Source

World Finance Corporation
WPSD-TV, Channel 6
WUWT-TV

WW Travel Services
WynRidge Golf Club

Zaxby's



“It’s our home, we make it better”

731-885-0211 214 E. Church Street, Union City, TN 38261 www.obioncounty.org



